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Abstract 
In this work, we study the coeducation established by Minas Gerais State University (Brazil) from the 1940s to the present date. 
In that context was created the Domestic Sciences School, whose objective was to instruct women to be home economists with 
skills to influence and teach other women in the society. We aim to analyze the course of superior education of Domestic Science 
through a specific question: how have the home economists seen themselves in the context of changes in education and insertion 
of women at the job market and in the public sphere? We have crossed official sources with magazines, diaries, pictures and 
interviews with the students and professionals to comprehend how those women – students, then mothers, wives, professionals – 
spread values that kept them in a submissive social status, but from an academic sphere, a public space, which was before 
reserved to men exclusively. Our focus is a gathering of three elements: the education and its relationship with the women and 
the transformations of gender conceptions in Brazil throughout time; American home economics and its coming to Brazil; the 
human subjectivity and its nuances into the case of women who experimented a new living at the public sphere of science 
academy and through a specific kind of education. 
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1. Introduction 
The notion of gender used in Social Sciences in its modern connotation and among the studies about the 
femininity (and also the masculinity) is typically Anglo-Saxon. It was first used with larger application by Joan 
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Scott. In this context the concept gained more visibility and operationally among American and European authors 
(Fisher & Marques, 2001). Scott (1995, p. 73) sees the concept of “gender” considering it the main element of the 
social power relations founded in the sexual differences. In her words: 
 
The word denoted a rejection of the biological determinism implicit in the use of such terms as ‘sex’ or ‘sexual 
difference’. ‘Gender’ also stressed the relational aspect of normative definitions of femininity. Those who 
worried that women's studies scholarship focused too narrowly and separately on women used the term ‘gender’ 
to introduce a relational notion into our analytic vocabulary. According to this view, women and men were 
defined in terms of one another, and no understanding of either could be achieved by entirely separate study. 
 
The use of the theoretical notion of gender has become an important way – maybe a necessary paradigm – to 
thinking and talking about the social relations, in general, and the particular social dynamics which, in this context, 
imply and affect the social power relations based on the social roles of gender, or, in other words, on the masculinity 
and femininity relationships. 
In this work our focus is the gender construction from a specific social universe: the Superior School of 
Domestic Sciences (SSDS) created in 1948 by the Minas Gerais government and established on the Minas Gerais 
Rural State University campus. The course was founded aiming to provide formation to women (who will become 
home economists) whose skills would allow them to work in the development of the social-economic reality of the 
peasant families of the state. Somehow, these objectives had been coming from U.S. It’s because the Minas Gerais 
University, and also the SSDS itself, were created by the philosophy of the American land-grant colleges whose the 
main paradigm was the pragmatic knowledge to men and women, that is, the coeducation. For men: agricultural 
education; for women: domestic science 
During the 1950s and 1960s many social and historical important changes could be observed in the western 
world. The so called “sexual revolution” experimented all over the western world from that period is based on the 
appearance of the contraception pill, the increase of customs from the hippie culture, as well as the inclusion of 
women in the public space, a social position that they had achieved since their introduction required in the labor 
market of the postwar (Hobsbawn, 2007). 
In Brazil, however, despite the big cities, but also inside those, it seems that already in decades following the 
sexual revolution, traces of a patriarchal society still leading to the spread of the nuclear family culture. In that time 
it was still unusual to talk freely about sex among women. The women were considered a kind of home guardian, 
and their image as a perfect housewife had consolidated in Brazilian culture. 
That image of the perfect housewife is historically linked with the dignity, nature and suitability of women. It 
seems that image is on a presupposed female submission. Then, women and home become a natural word 
connection. And also, exactly because of that relation, the social role of the women became the guardian of the 
moral and family values. This commitment of women to the family, the home and also to the husband was a 
commitment to the nation itself. 
As the Brazilian historian Mary Del Priori says, “o bem-estar do marido era a medida da felicidade conjugal e 
essa adviria, em consequência, de um marido satisfeito”. Or as it would go in English: the husband’s well-being was 
the meter of conjugal happiness and it would come from the husband’s happiness. Through a lighter way of talking, 
a female magazine in Brazil published an interesting article targeted at housewives of that time. Cited by Priori 
(2008, p. 292), the magazine exposed the words that following: ‘Follow him in his opinions (...) the kinder you are 
in the art of thinking, the greater will your spirits be in his judgment of you. Be always beside him, taking care of 
him, encouraging him (…), recognizing his tastes and wishes’. Another magazine, quoted by Bassanezzi (1997, p. 
631), says: ‘Naturally man lives more for the career than for home. Then you need to always try to supply the gaps 
caused by the husband’s absence with your mental balance and common sense. Don’t hate him’.  
Representations about women are historically noticeable. As Swain (2001) reminds us, Montaigne suggests that 
the most useful and honorable science and business to women is the ‘science of cleaning’. At a similar tonic, 
Schopenhauer, also quoted by Swain (2001, p. 69) from Groult (1993, p. 93) would declare years after: ‘there 
shouldn’t be any women in the world except the small town women, who dedicate to home and young girls willing 
to become so. This way, we would turn them to work and submission rather than to arrogance’. The same author, 
exalting men, considers woman with a flaw which deprives her of humanity, stating that she remains like a grown 
up child her whole life, some sort of incomplete being between child and man, who is the real human. 
Proudhon toughly warns that the woman who uses her intelligence becomes ugly, crazy; the woman who moves 
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away from her sex, not only loses the graces that nature gave her but falls in the state of female, talkative, 
shameless, lazy, dirty, public poisoner, a pest to her family and to society. i Nietzsche, approving this idea, argues 
that the intelligent man should consider the woman as a property, a being made to domesticity that can reach the 
perfection in a subordinate position. 
2. Discussion 
Today, when we look around ourselves, we can see that the things have changed. Women changed, as well as the 
family, the education, the social relations and men itself. In this work, we aim to comprehend how these traditional 
conceptions changed from the real historical dynamic of the social and gender relations of power and domination. 
Then we study the foundation and the process of development of Superior School of Domestic Science in the 
campus of Viçosa Rural University, Brazil. The course was created to train women to be home economists and, 
from that, to be a teacher to teach and develop the farmer families. 
In order to comprehend something about the project of the SSDS, take look at the words from priest Mendes, 
professor and one of the founders of the new institute of domestic science. He gave his discourse on the occasion of 
the official recognition of the SSDS. The lecture happened in 1952 and the historical document could be accessed in 
Priest Mendes Historical Archive which is managed by Home Economics Department, Viçosa University, Minas 
Gerais State, Brazil. Eloquently, the priest said these words: 
 
The ESAV might offer, in the prime of its strength, the backbone of the new institution around which, (...) seek 
to accomplish that great work effort that, by its example, is only made by staff, through sacrifice, with rigid 
discipline, with devotement sometimes worthy of epic, nursed with tangible realities (...) idealism. Behold the 
School of Domestic Science (...). It’s a novelty. As such it suffers dual reaction: from those who accept the idea 
and from those who disbelieve in it, and always shooting the spice of their negativity at it.  
On my part, I am enthusiastic, I believe in their practice vitality, I don’t forget what has already taken place and I 
don’t ignore how much we still have to do for it. I also think it might even be recognized by the federal 
government in the near future. We have the School of Domestic Science with full legal existence under the 
8,600,000 inhabitants and geographical area of the State of Minas Gerais. 
 
Note that the SSDS, even recognizing its limits – especially the presence of the opponents who were disbelieving 
the project as the discourse suggests – had the intention to legitimize itself for the huge geographic area that it had 
reached and for the work done with the population by the professionals from the course, as we can see in the father’s 
words. 
We also accept that there were more than just material issues when the course was created. We can see those 
issues in Mendes’s discourse. The professor seems to refer to the moral image which had involved ESAV’s 
foundation itself. Then, the tonic of Mendes’s discourse was also about the modernizing mission of women. This 
way, as Brazilian and American professors and professionals have done to the foundation of the University in the 
beginning of the 20th century, Mendes and others, from here and from there, conceived the course as a great way to 
women practice their natural mission: take the scientific knowledge about home economics to families through the 
housewives. 
Priest Mendes, in order to neutralize the bad eyes from unbelievers and opponents, shows them that the woman’s 
role in public and in private environments could be considered as science. Back to his words: 
 
There are those who do not believe that superior level in domestic issues could exist. I can reply them reminding 
them that, by the same way, there were those who did not believe in agronomy as a kind of science based career. 
So, where are they? Well, the unbelievers from 20 and 30 years ago are proud of their sons and grandsons today 
because they are graduated from our schools and they offer an excellent service to the nation now. 
 
Offer an excellent service to the nation now. A typical speech should integrate women and their task to the 
nation from that time on. It was exact reasoning that people had used to talk about men’s role in the nation. In the 
words of Mendes: 
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Five decades ago, in this region, graduated pharmacists were exception in the profession. So were odontologists. 
Then I ask you: could the sale of drugs demand more scientific information than the governing, the adorning and 
administration of the home, the caring of children, their nutrition and their education?  
(…) 
I think that the obligations of the second case [he refers to domestics duties] implicate other circumstances, more 
serious responsibilities; a deeper preparation than pharmacists [he refers to handling of drugs by the pharmacists 
abovementioned]. From simple notions of aesthetic, cooking, clothing, even knowledge of hygiene, childcare, 
physiology, anatomy, psychology and the natural sciences, essential to any course. 
 
With these words, Mendes seems essaying what he intended with the course of domestic science: give an 
academic and scientific treatment to that activities which, by presumption, were designed to women. We can see 
Professor Mendes used the cultural presumptions which were spreading on that context to define the conceptions 
about women social roles. We can also realize that the father’s words were in perfect consonance with the words 
that we have read in the female magazines (1950’s and 1960’s) quoted above. 
The inclusion of those women (the students from SSDS) in the work market interests us in particular because 
they will enter into a social network that is both new and different, in that, although with reservations, it admits their 
arrival to the public through scientific and even for a job that entailed a universe that was historically designed to 
and occupied by men. 
Combining knowledge from natural science, medical sciences, and social science, the SSDS proposed a specific 
role to the women who graduated there. That role should involve the development of family and, therefore, of man, 
of kids, of community and of work itself. These elements were linked to rural environment at first. Let’s see 
Mendes’s words once again. 
 
These young women [he refers to the women who were graduated from the SSDS] will be working at the most 
important and imperiousness demands of our age, which is the improvement of rural life. An agronomy engineer 
has to take a superior course to work with agriculture. The same way, a woman takes a superior course to work 
with home issues, man and family. House is more important than land. Not everyone has a piece of land. House, 
it is good if everyone has one. But if house is not more important than field, are not man and family worthier 
than glebe? Thus, the effective necessities of knowhow to the SSDS are: educate man, guides family and 
humanize communities.  
 
Such as we observed, at the time of Mendes’s discourse, many cultural stigmas about woman within social 
relations were also created. They were spread by the female media, the intellectual speeches and sometimes even by 
women themselves. This type of cultural and social process – the spreading of representations of female submission 
by women among themselves – can be observed around 1950’s and 1960’s. 
According to Mendes, the women who intended to graduate in the SSDS had to have a new skill. It could be 
grouped in formation, guiding and humanization of family. Even though it seems so close to a traditional woman 
conception – reconsidering old myths such as “the queen of home” – the father’s discourse about that woman 
student (maybe scientist) enables her to conquer the public space – at first in the academic field, then in the 
marketplace. What exactly does it mean? 
The answer for this question could be hidden behind some historical fragments recorded in unbound papers, 
letters, academic official documents, academic newspapers etc. We do not want to analyze just the context of the 
creation of the SSDS. Our goal is to study it throughout its historical dynamics, that is, comprehend it throughout 
time, from its own transformations, the difficulties and the moral which was created and sometimes revered and 
rejected at others. These elements can be found only from a specific research which takes into consideration both 
official and unofficial documents. Throughout the lines of writing from students and also from professors, 
supervisors and deans themselves, we can achieve short fragments of that intricate and fantastic history. 
Behind the actions of young students – both freshmen and senior – in their private confessions, reports and other 
writings we believe we are able to find interesting and valuable things which enable us to understand a huge part of 
that academic trajectory. We have been following Foucault’s teachings about the archeology of knowledge, by 
which the author proposes a reflection about a new conception of History and its sources. According to Foucault 
(1972, p. 7). 
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(…) history has altered its position in relation to the document: it has taken as its primary task, not the 
interpretation of the document, nor the attempt to decide whether it is telling the truth or what is its expressive 
value, but to work on it from within and to develop it: history now organizes the document, divides it up, 
distributes it, orders it, arranges it in levels, establishes series, distinguishes between what is relevant and what is 
not, discovers elements, defines unities, describes relations. The document, then, i s n o longer for history an 
inert material through which it tries to reconstitute what men have done or said, the events of which only the 
trace remains; history is now trying to define within the documentary material itself unities, totalities, series, 
relations. 
  
The interpretation of the document is necessary. Recognizing it in its invisible nuances seems to be the great 
challenge of Contemporary History. We need to give voice to the things which do not appear at first glance. 
Selecting and crossing the sources is the greatest methodological performance of historians nowadays. This way, 
comparing official registrations with newspaper and magazines, diaries, letters and photos from that time, we 
believe we can comprehend many symbolic and concrete processes about gender and power relations. 
The women from SSDS have built meanings to their academic experience. They identified one another and felt 
themselves belonging to that place – the university. They created and were created from images and cultural 
representations that built their personal culture and their group culture which they used to compose their academic 
trajectory. The institution on its own, from its directors, supervisors and professors (mostly composed by men) 
created an ideal of women, an ideal of female science and an ideal of society itself. And everything that was created 
in this field –i.e., the symbolic and cultural sphere – was done in a historical context of theoretical inflexions and 
changes of social conceptions about men and women as well as about the social role of sex (or gender) itself. To 
comprehend it all it is necessary to create some methodological comparative strategies between practices and 
representations because this work is not just about a women trajectory but also about an ideal of women which had 
been established behind those wide official projects of coeducation. 
To comprehend the coming of home economics to Brazil it is necessary to think about it as a special kind of 
tradition built onto a modernity discourse. In the U.S the conceptions about home economics assumed a type of 
woman, of family, of science and even of national responsibility. The Catharine Beecher’s theses were hegemonic at 
that context. According to her, ‘Academic education was necessary prerequisite to successful homemaking’. 
As we noticed above, the commitments with the nation was one of the most important issues in which the social 
role of women was involved. Catherine Beecher emphasized it: 
 
There are some reasons, why American women should feel an interest in, the support of the democratic 
institutions of their Country, which it is important that they should consider. The great maxim, which is the basis 
of all our civil and political institutions, is, that “all men are created equal” and that they are equally entitled to 
“life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness”. But it can readily be seen, that this is only another mode of 
expressing the fundamental principle which the Great Ruler of the Universe has established, as the law of His 
eternal government (…) in a truly democratic state, each individual is allowed to choose for himself, who shall 
take the position of his superior. (p. 26) 
 
Beecher (1842, p. 155), as Mendes in his speech, spread presumptions about natural women roles in her book. 
According to her: 
 
A woman, therefore, needs to cultivate the habitual feeling, that all the events of her nursery and kitchen, are 
brought about by the permission of our Heavenly Father, and that fretfulness or complaint, in regard to these, is, 
in fact, complaining and disputing at the appointments of God, and is really as sinful, as unsubmissive (sic) 
murmurs amid the sorer chastisements of His hand. 
  
Around the last quarter of the 19th century and the first decades of the 20th century, the diffusion of systematic 
knowledge about domestic science in the U.S was made by many ways among which we can highlight the famous 
science fairs. Expositions, like Philadelphia’s, were important occasions to show the news and innovations from 
science (and domestic science) to visitors from all over the world. Ellen Richards, one of the most known names of 
U.S Home Economics at that time, cited by Mathews (1987), once stated that in the fairs the ‘America was 
awakened in the culinary art, and in home furnishing and decoration among other things’. 
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At that period, big efforts were made by American home economists in order to systematize the new knowledge 
about the domestic matters. The scientism from the 19th century had been consolidated in the beginning of the 
following century and everything could be considered an object to the scientific investigation. The positivism from 
August Comte and his followers was still a methodological reference to scientists of many areas. Exactly because of 
this, the scientists believed in the science intervention power. In Home Economics, for example, the most important 
goal was to change the organization of the domestic environment from the furniture until the cooking. In this 
particular, Pierre Blot – a French chef, teacher and researcher from New York Cooking Academy – published in 
1868 a little manual of cooking whose title and target were emblematic: “Practical Cookery for ladies and 
professional cooks – the whole science and art of preparing human food”. Still on the cover of the book it could be 
read: “if ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land”. 
 
Home Economics faced a great challenge in avoiding the amateurs. According to Mathews (1987, p. 134) 
 
Clearly, the home economics faced a challenge because professions were upgrading themselves by excluding 
amateurs, by defining themselves as 'manly' in a variety of ways, and by emphasizing the abstract over the 
concrete. In their discipline were to be a profession at all, they would do best to emulate existing male 
professions. The most important step was to distance themselves from that lowly amateur, the housewife. 
  
As we can see, one of objectives of home economists was to consolidate a new way of thinking about domestic 
issues among the middle-class women. In Brazil something similar had to be done as well. Before the creation of the 
SSDS (1948), Viçosa University (that time called Superior School of Agriculture and Veterinary), probably in order 
to prepare the regional culture to receive and to understand the home economics, launched an annual event that 
became broadly known: the “Feminine Month”. It began in 1935. During that period women from many schools and 
institutions like orphanages among others, and even housewives had met one another in order to take courses and 
lessons on home issues. 
 
3. Sources and methodology 
Our two main documental archives are composed of  i) Priest Mendes Historical Archive (Arquivo Histórico 
Prof. Padre Mendes), organized by graduating students in History from Viçosa University (Universidade Federal de 
Viçosa) and ii) Viçosa University Historical Archive (Arquivo Histórico da Universidade Federal de Viçosa). Both 
archives are available almost totally organized and they can be accessed by all researchers in Federal University of 
Viçosa. Moreover, we have been making interviews with ex-students from SSDS including some current professors 
from Home Economics Department, one of many school departments which compose the campus of Viçosa 
University. 
Studying the answers from those women it seems particularly important to us mostly because they show us the 
dimension of social changes that had been happening during the time of the creation and development of the home 
economics superior course from Viçosa University. How do those women perceive themselves? How do they 
comprehend their trajectory, as well as the objectives and purposes of the course? These questions are very 
important in order to guide us toward understanding something else about the concrete life of those historical 
characters whose trajectory can reveal to us their view about themselves. 
The oral history can totally help us in such project because the narratives from our interviewees could serve as 
evidences of what they experimented inside historical process of ruptures and continuities on social roles of women. 
We composed our documental corpus with newspapers and magazines targeted to female public through which 
authors and advice columnists published many cultural representations on women and femininity during the 
historical context that we considered in our work. We believe that the creation of SSDS implicated building an ideal 
of woman, or even better, an ideal woman. Obviously we need to consider the process of the creation of the superior 
school as an official project from State and a special type of social phenomenon where the gender and power 
relationship becomes the great question. Then, on the one hand, we have institutional presumptions and, on the 
other, we have social, political, juridical, economic and cultural conceptions and discourses (as Mendes’s) about 
woman through a gender perspective. 
In analytic point of view this is an important thing because, according to what we believe, discourses are able to 
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create stigmas and naturalize them. The power of images and social representations from discourses is in its ability 
to make cultural conceptions sound natural. Then if we look through this perspective we can consider that the 
rhetoric would consolidate some symbols and cultural categories by which many kinds of domination become mere 
natural forms of social organization. According to Foucault (1988, p. 180) “we are judged, doomed, classified, 
bounded to perform some duties and destined to a specific way of living or of dying according to the true discourses 
which have many and different effects of power”. Following this thinking from Foucault we can also emphasize 
that, in conclusion, discourses enable the creation of concrete social power structures by which people are able to 
control some conceptions about men and women, work and social roles of gender and humankind itself. From those 
discourses people can be judged by this or that way according to the wishes of some groups. 
We have been talking about women since the beginning of this text, but it does not mean men are out of this 
history. Actually, they must be considered as well as we are doing about woman. Otherwise our analyses will not be 
complete enough to intend good conclusions. Besides we aim to comprehend the social construction of women 
exactly through their relationship with men. Moreover the discourses from which we are analyzing the creation and 
development of the course of home economics in Viçosa University are linked to male’s judgments and many 
among them were written by men. Through this perspective we guide ourselves with the theoretical notion of gender 
proposed by Joan Scott as we observed above. It evokes two analytical operations: i) define separately gender and 
sex, because the first refers to social constructions about male and female notions while the second is taken as a 
mere reference to biological difference; therefore, ii) comprehend the category of gender as one of the consequences 
of social conflicts and power relationships both material and symbolic. 
The subordination of women and male domination could be analyzed as elements created from social relations 
that are established on the differences between masculinity and femininity. That process could be taken as the first 
step to the manifestation of power relations from four interdependent dimensions: symbolic, organizational, 
normative and subjective. The symbolic dimension includes multiple and conflicting representations such as Mary – 
Jesus’s mother – regarded as a symbol of purity and goodness; or Eva as a symbol of sin and evil. The normative 
dimension could be defined from interpretations of the use and meaning of symbols which are considered of being 
able to create metaphors which are so strong that they can guide and determine social behaviors between different 
sexes – male and female. We can find it in religious dogmatism but not only there. It could also be seen in 
educative, scientific and political purposes. They polarize the male and female relationships. The organizational 
dimension concerns social organizations and institutions which can be used as mechanisms to make deeper the 
asymmetries between gender male and female. In the end, the subjective dimension involves how gender identities 
are constructed and established socially and historically as cultural representations. 
When we use the theoretical notion of gender to think about social relations, automatically we must consider it as 
a category of analyses which make the study in social history stronger. It is able to show us for example that love 
and sex relationships are not natural. Actually, they are directly linked to the cultural universe and generally they 
determine the construction of gender social roles. The students from SSDS, for example, reached public sphere 
through those gender representations and they almost always had to face prejudices and stigmas of cultural 
representations, even though it had been naturalized by a rhetoric strategy. 
Scott better explains to us once more. According to her, gender relationships have specific dynamic, but they 
also link themselves to other kinds of social domination and inequality (race, ethnicity, class) (Scott, 1995). 
Moreover, the social relations of gender as well as the social relations of power are all ticked by hierarchy, 
obedience and inequality itself, inside which there are conflicts, tensions, negotiations and alliances. As Fischer & 
Marques (2001, p. 40) observed “The socially legitimated gender condition is composed by constructions, images, 
references people have to place themselves, in a particular way, in their concrete relations with the world. Men and 
women perform combinations and arrangements according their concrete necessities”. 
Finally, what questions should we ask to the documents which we described above? Exactly the following: what 
concrete relations and demands were constructed from the creation of SSDS and how were they projected 
throughout time? How has the SSDS contributed to construct a kind of femininity in academic space? 
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4. Partial conclusions 
For a long time the domestic space was reserved to woman and she was always considered inferior to man. 
Home, the locus of the domesticity was seen as a female space naturally. From this it was resolved that for man was 
reserved the public space, the political participation and the high decisions; for woman the domestic environment 
where it did not exist room for rationality and science, only female feelings like love, compassion and care. 
The male representations spread by an androcentric culture – to use the expression from Bourdieu – throughout 
time are present among the gender relationships. Then the students of the SSDS would need to use those 
representations which could suggest their social (or sexual) exclusion. Nonetheless, it would be exactly from that 
same semantics that those women would go on to affirm themselves at that new context. Thus, if an important part 
of the domination discourses about women from men established on the degradation (and on the contempt) of the 
domesticity throughout history, then when the SSDS stimulated the valorization of domesticity issues with the 
valorization of scientific rationalism, as well as the chemistry knowledge, biology, management, nutrition and 
economics, it ended up valuing women and their skills. Even though from elements typically and historically 
belonging to the male universe, women were coming to the public space, reason by which the domestic environment 
it was becoming a very special field to science intervention. 
We believe the creation of the SSDS was a very important social and historical event. There is a lot to talk about 
social and gender roles conceptions as well as their cultural delimitations. With the institutional construction of 
SSDS were also created genealogic limits which guided actions and behaviors that were consolidated in concrete 
social relations. Further, as we believe it, from knowledge on the sources that we have got so far, the trajectory of 
the SSDS created one history of men and women, professors and students, supervisors, directors, deans and school 
departments from which were spread and consolidated many conceptions about social organization . We agree with 
Mary Del Priori (1997, p. 7) who states: 
 
History of women is not just about themselves, it is also about family, child, work, media and reading. It is the 
history of their body, their sexuality, of violence that they suffered and which they practiced. It is the history of 
their crazies, their loves and their feelings themselves. 
  
We would add to this observation from Del Priori that the history of women is many times involved in official 
projects from State for the fields of education, culture, identity, extension and production of knowledge (many times 
resulting of male ideology); moreover, it appears involved in actions of groups whose objective is always to create 
some images which could be used for consolidating a type of concrete woman appealing to her commitments with 
the nation. As we have seen before, those images were able to build stigmas about woman that would be used by 
media or by intellectuals’ speeches to legitimate and naturalize some abstract ideas such as the “queen of home” 
among others. 
In the end, what does it all mean? What do those considerations about woman and her place in history of science 
have to do with the male domination – to remember the Bourdieu’s expression? Whom did those discourses serve? 
How was the historical reality of those women from SSDS? What pathways did it assume? What was changed and 
what was kept in that amazing and enigmatic trajectory? These are some questions which should guide us in this 
work. 
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i Our translation from original in Portuguese with translation by Swain (2001, p. 69) from Groult (1993, 96): Uma mulher que usa sua 
inteligência torna-se feia, louca, (…) a mulher que se afasta de seu sexo, não somente perde as graças que a natureza lhe deu (…) mas 
recai no estado de fêmea, faladeira, sem pudor, preguiçosa, suja, pérfida, agente de devassidão, envenenadora pública, uma peste para 
sua família e para a sociedade. 
